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Minist
ers of the Lit
ur
gy
Ministers
Litur
urgy
December 26 & 27, 2015
Sat
ur
da y - 4 P
.M.
Satur
urd
P.M.

Intention: Carl A. Guidroz, Jr., Joyce Sirgo,
Merle & Charles Dittmer, Patrick C. McKinney,
Hubert LaBorde, Rose Marie Greco Federico,
Marian Quigley, Joey DiMaggio, Joseph Segari,
George Spaulding, Marie O'Malley, Flora Maria Be,
Karen Hebert (L), Rhina Friloux (L)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
A. A. Quigley, E. Van Hoven
Cantor: Trish Foti

Sund
ay - 9 A.M.
Sunda

Intention: Don Rowan, Sr.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
J. & G. Rojas, D. Childers, B. O'Hara
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir

Sund
a y - 11 A.M.
Sunda
Intention: Paul Fleming III, Hilton Daigle, Jr.,
Dianne Z. Harrison, Joseph Donald Bernard,
Bosvely Pinzon, Patty & Hampton Weiss (L),
Margaret & Larry Pregeant, Frank E. Golemi,
Lena Sensebe, Louis Lehrman, Jr. & Sr.,
Raymond Kimble (L), Rita Burch, Irvin Dares
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
K. & M. Sorensen, S. Gordon, L. Peters
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir

P.M.
Sunda
.M.
ay - 6 P
Sund
Intention: Parishioners
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
J. Zeringue, T. Kettenring
Cantor: Lauren Gisclair
Pianist: Beth Kettenring

day Masses (12/28-1/2)
Week
eekd
Monday

7:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday
7:00 a.m.
Wednesday 7:00 a.m.
Thursday
7:00 a.m.
SEE NEXT
Friday
SEE NEXT
Saturday
8:45 a.m.

Donald Rowan, Sr.
Marie O'Malley
Paul Fleming, III
Marian Quigley
Marian Quigley
COLUMN
COLUMN
Rosary & Altar Society

January Mass Sched
ul
e
Schedul
ule
1/2-3
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. H.L.
Fr. H.L.
Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper

1/23-24
4 p.m. Fr. Cooper
9 a.m. Fr. Cooper
11 a.m. Fr. H.L.
6 p.m. Fr. H.L.

1/9-10
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. H.L.
Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper
Fr. H.L.

1/30-31
4 p.m. Fr. Cooper
9 a.m. Fr. H.L.
11 a.m. Fr. Cooper
6 p.m. Fr. H.L.

1/16-17
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. Cooper
Fr. H.L.
Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord/
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Dec. 31, 2015 & Jan. l, 2016

igil
Vigil
Thursda
ay - 4 p.m. V
Thursd
Intention: Vita Arthur, George Spaulding

ay - 9 a.m.
Frid
rida
Intention: Special Intention (L)

rida
ay - 11 a.m.
Frid
Intention: Donald Tarsney, Marine Peters
Adoration Chapel Sanctuary
Light in memory of
Stuart and Gloria Fourroux
Adoration Chapel
Candles in memory of
Dianne Z. Harrison

Altar Ladies
Week of December 27
J. LeBoeuf, J. Rojas, T. Gsell
Large - C. Ayers

Linens
Small - E. Beyer

Last Week's Collection
Totals unavailable due to early bulletin deadline.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Fr. Cooper's Corner
Today's Holy Family & Holy Innocents
Amid the good news of great joy of Christmas, astride the
reverential beauty of the silent and holy night in the little
town of Bethlehem, and beyond the infectious imitation of
the Magi’s generosity to others, especially children, in God’s
name at this time of year, there are always three parts of the
mystery that prevent our forgetting the sins from which the
Son of God was born as a baby to save us.
The first is framed by the expressions, “They had no room
for them in the inn” and “He came to his own but his own
people did not accept him.” People were too busy with what
they were doing that not only did they fail to notice that the
long-awaited Messiah had come but they also didn’t give
basic charity to a woman in labor. The second is the reaction
of the chief priests and scribes who formed Herod’s court of
advisors. Even though Herod and all of Jerusalem was in
great disturbance after the Magi informed them of the star
that they believed indicated the presence of a newborn king,
the priests and scribes didn’t budge from the palace to make
the simple six-mile journey to investigate whether Micah’s
prophecy that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem
might have been fulfilled. The last is Herod’s reaction. When
the wise men didn’t return, out of paranoia and jealous rage,
he sent out his henchmen to massacre every baby boy under
two in the Bethlehem region.
Inhospitality. Indifference. Indiscriminate slaughter.
These anti-Christmas vices are the shadows that linger even
as the Light shining in the darkness was born. To enter into
the true spirit of Christmas we need to acknowledge that
these shadows still lurk and make the choice to live rather in
Christ’s light.
This Christmas my thoughts are very much with the
Christians in Erbil, one of the largest refugee camps of our
spiritual brothers and sisters displaced by the anti-Christian
barbarism of ISIS in Iraq and Syria earlier last year. As
winter approaches, over 120,000 are still living in tents and
open-air buildings and almost totally dependent on alms for
survival. ISIS had given them the choice to convert to Islam
or be massacred. They chose not to deny their faith and to
flee as they witnessed many of their fellow Christians
beheaded, crucified and otherwise butchered. Many of the
young girls of their families were raped or “married” to ISIS
troops. Their houses were contemptuously marked with the
Arabic letter N (nun) for Nasarean — to denote they were
followers of Jesus of Nazareth— and then pillaged or
destroyed. Many needed to flee towns like Mosul where
their Christian families had lived for 1,600 years.
Now they dwell in something far less secure and warm than
the cave in which the Holy Family abided in Bethlehem.
What remains of the Iraqi government gives them no support.
Most in the media ignore their plight. The vast majority of
the world has forgotten about them. Christians today cannot
do anything about the inhospitality, indifference and
indiscriminate slaughter that accompanied the Holy Family

in Bethlehem, but we can, in some way, repent and repair it
in the way we treat these Christian families who have lived
through a modern slaughter of the Holy Innocents and are
now desperate for help and hospitality.
We might not be able to address all of their issues, but we’re
not helpless to address some. I’d like to suggest one way. Last
August, Fr. Ben Kiely was asked by parishioners how they
could help the Iraqi Christians who were being exterminated
by ISIS. His first response was to urge them to contact their
Congressmen and ask Congress to get involved. But later
that day, taking a walk while praying the Rosary and noticing
the rubber wrist band he was wearing to express solidarity
with a good cause, he came up with another idea.
With the help of parishioners, local manufacturer Image
Outfitters and the owners of a local UPS store, he set up a
means to make and distribute rubber wristbands, lapel pins,
zipper pulls and car magnets featuring the Arabic nun, as a
means to raise money and awareness and solidarity for the
plight of Christians. All of the proceeds go to Aid to the
Church in Need (ACN), which is one of the intrepid Catholic
organizations on the ground in Erbil seeking to minister to
our displaced spiritual siblings.
Fr. Kiely has created a website, www.nasarean.org,
where people can order these items. They’ve already sold
thousands of items and been able to raise more than tens of
thousands of dollars to give to ACN to help build stable
residences and schools and assist with other immediate
humanitarian and spiritual needs. Fr. Kiely’s work shows the
difference one person can make. Imagine what we all can do
together.
As we celebrate Christmas and ponder the sufferings of the
Holy Family in the midst of the joy of Christ’s birth, we can
make a difference in easing the plight of other families whose
celebration of Christmas won’t be in toasty houses with
trees, lights and stockings full of gifts. Please consider visiting
www.nasarean.org and ordering these low-priced, highquality items that you can wear during the Christmas season
and beyond to raise awareness, spur prayers and solidarity,
and give the Holy Family in disguise the type of care we all
wish they would have received the first time around.

Lect
ors Need
Lectors
Needed
ed
We are in need of lectors at the weekend Masses. If interested
in this important ministry of proclaiming God’s Word, please
call the Parish Office.

New Y
ear's E
ve Nig
ht of Pr
ayer
Year's
Ev
Night
Pra
Everyone is invited to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church,
1908 Short St., Kenner, for a Night of Prayer on December
31. Eucharistic Adoration from 5 to 11:45 p.m., including
rosaries and other prayers of intercession and reparation.
Confession will be available from 11 - 11:40 p.m. Mass at
midnight - Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God - will be
celebrated by Fr. Steven Bruno. For more information please
call 504-464-0361.

