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Minist
ers of the Lit
ur
gy
Ministers
Litur
urgy
March 26 & 27, 2016
Sat
ur
da y - 8 P
.M.
Satur
urd
P.M.

Intention: Parishioners, Flora Maria Be,
Merle & Charles Dittmer, Patrick C. McKinney,
Karen Hebert (L), Clara G. Todaro, Olga Claiborne,
D. J. (Budd) Olister, Jr., Joseph Segari
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
A. & P. Delaup
Cantor: Trish Foti

Sund
ay - 9 A.M.
Sunda
Intention: Parishioners
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
C. & R. Ayers, J. Tusa, P. Cifreo
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir

April Mass Sched
ul
e
Schedul
ule
4/2-3
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. H.L.
Fr. H.L.
Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper

4/23-24
4 p.m. Fr. H.L.
9 a.m. Fr. Cooper
11 a.m. Fr. Cooper
6 p.m. Fr. H.L.

4/9-10
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper
Fr. H.L.
Fr. H.L.

4/30-5/1
4 p.m. Fr. Cooper
9 a.m. Fr. H.L.
11 a.m. Fr. Cooper
6 p.m. Fr. H.L.

4/16-17
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

Fr. H.L.
Fr. H.L.
Fr. Cooper
Fr. Cooper

Rosary & Al
Alttar Socie
Societty
Sund
a y - 11 A.M.
Sunda
Intention: Barbara Twickler,
Chris & Marine Peters, Albert & Ora Roy,
Rose Marie Greco Federico, Kelvin Ducote,
Melvin Ducote, James E. Fitzmorris, Jr., (L),
Daigle Family (L), Myron Yochim, Gloria Ernst,
Joseph Donald Bernard, Donald Bordelon,
Walter (Bubber) Blessing
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
C. & T. Pitre, J. Ackermann, J. Wright
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir

The Rosary & Altar Society will meet on Saturday, April
2. The rosary at 8:45 a.m., followed by Mass and the
meeting in the Teen Center. New members welcome.

d inary Minist
Ext
Ministers
aord
Extrr aor
ers of Communion
April 2/3
4 p.m.
9 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.

A. A. Quigley, K. Hartdegan
M. Evola, P. Fleming, L. Director, C. Frederick
N. Bostick, L. Frey, S. Gordon, L. Peters
A. Calongne, T. Keller
Adoration Chapel Sanctuary
Light in memory of
Stuart and Gloria Fourroux

day Masses (3/28-4/2)
Week
eekd
Monday

7:00
5:30
Tuesday
7:00
Wednesday 7:00
Thursday
7:00
5:30
Friday
7:00
Saturday
8:45

a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Special Intention (L)
Nellie M. McCabe
Nede Petrovich
IsabellaForsythe
Malcolm Kaye
Gladys Gsell
Paul LaRocca, Sr.
Rosary & Altar Society

Adoration Chapel Candles
in memory of
Dianne Z. Harrison
Sanctuary Light in memory

of Joseph J. Bodine, Sr.
Altar Ladies
Week of March 27
B. O'Hara, J. Didier
Large - K. Birrcher

Linens
Small - A. Duersel, J. Zeringue

Last Week's Collection
Envelopes ........................................................ $3,521.00
Loose .................................................................. 2,639.00
Repairs and Maintenance ................................... 365.00
Msgr. Richaud Endowment Fund ........................ 45.00
Totaling ............................................ $6,570.00

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Fr. Cooper's Corner
Easter Message 2016
Christ is Risen! We glorify God because He has allowed
us again to utter these words which proclaim to everyone the
Resurrection of Christ, the miracle which changed the
destiny of man and of the world, for it reveals that the love
of God is more powerful than sin and death. Having venerated
the Cross of our Savior, having wept for our sins which
crucified the Son of God, we praise and glorify His Holy
Resurrection. It is fitting that we should pause and reflect on
this mystery, which reveals to us the way in which deliverance
from sin and death came through the Cross – by means of the
Cross “joy has come into the world.”
The disobedience of Adam and Eve was the sin which
brought mankind and the entire creation to death. Created
in the image of God and with the opportunity to become like
God, Adam and Eve, being tempted by the evil one, tried to
become as God, but without obeying Him. Neither did they
return from the path of separation from God after He
approached them about their misdeed, for they did not
admit their sin, did not seek forgiveness, but rather
justification: Adam blamed Eve, created by God to be His
helpmate, and Eve blamed the serpent (Genesis 3:11-13).
The result of sin was the alienation of man from God, the loss
of His love, which means spiritual death. And in order that
the alienation should not become eternal, bodily death
followed spiritual death, for “the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23).
Yet God did not turn Himself away forever from His
creation whom He had made, neither did He forget the work
of His hands; but visited humankind in diverse manners,
sending forth prophets who foretold unto us the salvation
which was to come. And the salvation that was foretold was
to be fulfilled through the Cross and the Resurrection. The
Mystery of the Cross is foretold by the prophets of the Old
Testament. The Prophet Isaiah tells us that “He took up our
pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished
by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His
wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4-5). The crucifixion on
the Cross of the Son of God meant the supreme surrender of
man to God, the offering of His life as a sign of total obedience
to the Creator and Giver of Life. For Christ, “who, though he
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God
something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found
human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming
obedient to death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:68). The disobedience of Adam brought mankind death; the
obedience of Christ unto death brings mankind salvation
and eternal life. Christ’s sacrifice is a spiritual power, which
is shown to be victorious over the sin that overwhelms
human nature. And in order that this power be conveyed to
all people there was need of the sacrifice of a person who had

a profound connection with all other people, a person who
could take on human nature entirely and reconcile it with
God through sacrifice. Only the incarnation of the Son of
God made possible such an entire taking on of human nature,
and only the sacrifice of Christ could bring salvation to all
mankind.
Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross brought Him exaltation, for
as St. Paul continues in the Epistle to the Philippians,
“therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name” (Phil 2:9). St. Cyril of
Jerusalem says that at the time of His Passion He was
exalted because He bore the crown of patience. “He was not
forced to give His life, neither was He killed through
constraint, but of His own good will.” In accepting all these
things willingly, Christ revealed that the love of God for
mankind is more powerful than sin, suffering, or death. His
Passion brought Him exaltation. For since He had no sin,
death had no power over Him. Death was conquered and
Christ was resurrected, granting to every man eternal life,
the true life which comes from God. Through the sacrifice on
the Cross, Christ brought healing from sin, from separation
from God; and through His Resurrection He conquered the
ultimate consequence of sin in the world and in human flesh:
death. The Mystery of the Cross, that is, the mystery of the
sacrifice of Christ, is revealed and fulfilled in the mystery of
the Resurrection. Suffering from love brings exaltation, for
it finds its fulfillment in the Resurrection.
Our world understands less and less this mystery of
sacrifice which brings resurrection. The world tempts us
with many false impressions, with the opinion that we can be
Christians even without following Christ in His sacrifice,
that we can live just like the world, not listening to the
Savior’s words that we “do not belong to the world” (John
15:19). As we proclaim the Lord’s Resurrection, it is fitting
to remember that there is no Christianity without sacrifice;
there is no resurrection without a cross. We cannot be
Christians, followers of the Savior, if we do not accept His
calling to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him.
This world is one of confusion, rebellion, indifference, and
alienation from God. The Christian must be one who can
proclaim to this world, estranged from God, the pathway of
reconciliation and healing from the ills of this age, through
the sacrifice which brings resurrection. Only the Christian
who lives Christ’s Passion and Resurrection within Him will
have the ability to proclaim the good news to the entire
world. This must be our Christian witness in the 21stCentury.
To all the faithful of St. Benilde Parish, I urge you to live
through these holy feast days of the Lord’s Resurrection
with “the mind of Christ,” who offered Himself as a sacrifice
to the Father and rose from the dead so that we might have
life. Moreover, may the tidings of the Lord’s Resurrection be
for us all an occasion for strengthening in faith and in our
Catholic mission to reach out to all people with the saving
truth of the Gospel.
I embrace you in Christ, the Risen Lord, and I wish you a
Blessed Easter! Christ is Risen! - Fr. Cooper

